Immunohistochemical localization of kallikrein in human pancreas and salivary glands.
The localization of kallikrein in human exocrine organs was studied with a direct immunofluorescence method. In the submandibular and parotid salivary glands, kallikrein was found apically in the striated duct cells whereas it was absent from the main excretory ducts or present only as a weak luminal rim. Kallikrein was not found in the acinar cells or in cells of the intercalated ducts. In the pancreas, kallikrein-specific fluorescence was seen in the granular portion of the acinar cells, whereas the islets of Langerhans and ductal cells were unstained.